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Annual Dues are Due by February 21, 
2018                                   By Bob Pawlak 

 
The anniversary date for renewal of 

membership in Northeast Ntrak and NTRAK, Inc. is 
March 1, 2018.  If you get the electronic copy of the 
NTRAK, Inc. newsletter, your dues are $15.  If you get 
the hard copy of the NTRAK, Inc. newsletter, your 
dues are $35.  If you are getting both an electronic 
and hard copy of the NTRAK, Inc. newsletter, your 
dues are $40. (Note President’s Message, September 
2017 issue of Newsletter.)  Please pay now while you 
are thinking about it!  Make checks payable to 
Northeast Ntrak and mail them to Bob Pawlak, 18 
Burroughs Road, Lexington, MA  02420-1908.  Please 
consider paying for 2 years now so as not to be 
bothered next year. 

 
Dues are due in my hands no later than 

February 21, 2018, to allow time to forward 
information to NTRAK, Inc. before March 1 so you will 
not miss an issue of their newsletter.  Dues received 
between February 21 and April 1, 2018 will be subject 
to a $10 late fee.  If dues are not received by April 1, 
2018, membership in Northeast Ntrak will be 
terminated. 

The 24th  Annual Winterfest comeeth… and goeth 
 
Part 1.   WERE YOU READY TO PLAY?   

Did you have your connecting tracks and a handful 
of rail joiners?  Did someone bring an RRAmpmeter? 
Did you buy your raffle tickets before they were all 
gone?    The biggest question is: Did you have fun?   I 
certainly did!   We had excellent attendance and 
excellent weather.  At this writing I don’t have the total 
visitor count, but I’d say we had a very good year!  The 
layout in the Better Living Center was certainly different 
from what has been done in the past and provided for 
both long and short trains.   Thank you Dan and Chris 
for putting that together!   There were several new and 
very unique modules this year and I have to say my 
vote went to Chris Oliva.   His attention to detail is on a 
level that I certainly can’t achieve.   

  
As important as the modules and the layout are all 

the people who helped put it together and get it running.   
And of equal importance are everyone who volunteered 
at every stage and event.   Three people were available 
for model and photo registration and helped that 
process tremendously.   Thank Rick Salcer for the signs 
he made for our Mini-Show and for the labels for the 
models and photos.      

 
We had lighting in the model display cases with 

two fixed LED lights above and another that could be 
positioned as needed below.   We looked at more 
permanent or alternate solutions, but because the 
cases need to be completely disassembled, the lighting 
needs to be simple, wire free, and removable.   

 
The Mini-Show was a “shot in the dark”.  The vast 

majority of you said you want to do it again.  If I can get 
more of the manufacturers to do a 5-10 minute 
presentation, I certainly will.   Keep in mind that they are 
traveling from all over the US and Canada and their 
priority is to have their booths or tables set up first.   A 
number of them had been up since 4 a.m. so I think 
they have valid excuses to miss our show.   BUT the 
word is out there.  I’m hoping for 6-8 manufacturers 
next year.    And another Thank You to all of you who 
made them feel welcome on Friday night!    

We had volunteers!   Lots of them.   Set up, contests, 
Parade of Trains judges,  and everywhere I needed a bit 
of help, someone was there!    Jim Pyle was a whirlwind 
of activity at the BLC all weekend long.   
 

A few suggestions were made, good and bad and I’ll 
take any comments or criticisms you have to offer.   
Some are ways to make the Information Letter more 
informative.  Like the display case lighting;  if you have an 
idea let me know about it.   

 
Freebies and goodies.     Everyone went home with 

at least $80 in freebies.  More on that subject below.   
 
Not everything went as planned.  It never does.  But 

that is why there always needs to be a Plan B, C, and 
sometimes Plan D from outer space.  You just never 
know what may happen so be prepared for worst case.   
Some things we can fix quickly.  Some we can’t, so all I 
ask is that you be patient and work it through.  And try not 
to blow anything up in the process. (continued page 2)  
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2017-2018 NENtrak SHOW PARTICIPATION 
SCHEDULE 

 
Jan 26-28, 2018 Winterfest, Springfield, MA Amherst 
Railway Society - Big Railroad Hobby Show  
  Big “E” Exposition Center, West Springfield, MA 
  Set-up: Fri noon to 5:00pm & Sat 7:00am to 9:00am 
  Show Sat 9:00am to 5:00pm - Sun 10:00am to 5:00pm 
  Layout Coordinator: Dan Pawling Jr.,  617-244-5261 
  Winterfest  Chairman:    Bob Fallier  -  603-465-3785  
 

Feb 17-18, 2018 National Heritage Museum, Lexington, 
MA  
  Set-up:  Fri 1:00pm - 4:30pm  & Sat 7:30am  to 10:00am 
  Show Sat 10:00am to 4:30pm  - Sun noon to 4:00pm            
  Coordinator:  Bob Pawlak  - 781-862-2485 
 
March 24,25, 2018  Great Train Expo, Shriners 
Auditorium, Wilmington, MA 
  Set-up: Fri 1:00pm to 5:00 pm  -  Sat 7:30am  
  Show Sat 10:00am to 4:00pm - Sun 10:00am to 4:00pm  
  Coordinator:  Frank Dignan - 508-866-9660 
 
April 22, 2018  Hooksett Lions Club, Cawley Middle 
School, Hooksett, NH  
  Set-up: 8:00am  -  Show 10:00am to 4:00pm    
  Coordinator:  Russell Putnam - 603-835-6952 
 
Show Dates Subject to Change…Check  Newsletters for Updates.  Please check 
schedule for errors and send up dates to Roland at: northeastntrak@msn.com Thanks for 
your help.  

T-TRAK Train Show Schedule 
 2017 & 2018 

 
If you wish to be part of the T-Trak layout contact 
Fay Chin Show Coorinator at e-mail 
nttrak@gmail.com 
 
January 6-7, 2018, Greenberg’s Train and Toy Show, 
Hanover Mall, Hanover, MA 
   Show Sat & Sun 10:00 am to 4pm 
January 27-28, 2018, Amherst Railway Society Railroad 
Hobby Show, Eastern States Exposition Fairgrounds, 
West Springfield MA 
   Show Sat 9:00am to 5:00pm - Sun 10:00am to 5:00pm 
February 17-18, 2018, American Heritage Museum, 33 
Marrett Rd., Lexington MA 
   Show  Sat 10:00am to 4:00pm  - Sun noon to 4:00pm 
March 10-11, 2018, Southshore Model Railroad Club, 
Bare Cove Park, 19 Fort Hill St., Hingham, MA 
   Show 9:00 am to 4:00 pm 
March 17-18, 2018, Greenberg’s Train and Toy Show, 
Shriners Auditorium,  Wilmington, MA 
    Show Sat & Sun 10:00 am to 4:00 pm 
April 14, 2018, NMRA Spring Training, TBD 
April 22, 2018, Hooksett Lions Model Train Show, 
Crawley Middle School, Hooksett NH 
   Show 10:00 am to 4:00 pm 

New Member 
 

Vincent Corrado 
64 Killdeer Road 
Webster, MA 01570 
 

Phone   781-273-1992  email 
Vince@tophobbytrains.com 
 

Model Train Dealer and has been in the hobby 
57 years. 

Part 2.  Getting ready for Winterfest.   
  

On the list of things to do before Winterfest I 
have enough to keep me busy until March.  For Bob 
Pawlak and I there is a lot of accounting to do.   Bob 
P. takes care of all the financial stuff, mainly with the 
hotel, and I start working on the inventory for next 
year.  Preparations for Winterfest really begins in 
September.  George Michaels was hard at work 
updating the on-line registration.  Dan, Chris, and 
John B were busy planning the NTrak layouts once 
the registrations came in, while Fay worked on 
TTrak.   On my end of things, the invitations to 
manufacturers for our “mini-show” went out in print 
form via USPO and by email on October 1st, followed 
by dozens of emails in November and December 
soliciting goodies to give to everyone.   The long 
distance phone calls begin right after Christmas to 
remind our supporters that we have great need of 
their products.   Sometimes I get lucky, sometimes I 
don’t.  

 There are 40+ award certificates to print.   Info 
letters to write, review, finalize, print, and put in the 
registration envelopes.   Ballots to print, cut, and add 
to the envelopes.   Overall, my wife Diane printed 
nearly a ream of paper on her office printer for all the 
non-certificate materials that we need.   She also 
printed all the certificates well in advance of the 
show so that everything would be organized and 
ready.   Meanwhile the mini-show was slowly gaining 
momentum.   The manufacturers like the idea, but 
flying into Hartford on Friday, setting up their booths, 
and getting back to our hotel was a stretch for some 
of them and one notable company pulled out at the 
last minute.   

Everyone went home with goodies this year!   
TroveStar, Micro-Trains, and Scale Trains have all 
provided for us.   A big thanks to them, please!   But 
that is no small matter.  George began working on 
the Pan Am cars from TroveStar over a year ago.   
Micro-Trains sent us 100 cars to hand out at 
registration and Scale Trains provided the containers  
(continued page 5) 
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Trip to Steamtown 
by Russell Putnam 

Entry to Steamtown National Historic Site, Scranton, PA 

     Steamtown National Historic Site is located in 
Scranton, PA at the site of the Lackawanna RR. Some of 
the engines and cars that are at Steamtown today come 
from a collection that was owned by Mr. F. Nelson Blount. 
Mr. Blount started Steamtown in Walpole, NH and later 
moved  it  to Bellows Falls, VT. Today my mom and I 
volunteer at the Bellows Falls train station where 
Steamtown used to be.  
 
     My family visited Steamtown National Historic Site in 
July 2017. This was one of the things on my bucket list 
that I wanted to do I am glad I got a chance to go because 
there was a lot of RR history to learn about at Steamtown 
National Historic Site, and fun activities for a train 
enthusiast.                        

BIG BOY # 4012 (my uncle worked on this engine) 

pulled by a steam engine which was named the 
Baldwin Locomotive Works No.26. The train left the 
roundhouse and headed toward the steam shop.  
While we were on the train the conductor told stories 
about the Lackawanna RR and the history of the 
move of Steamtown from North Walpole, NH to 
Bellows Falls, VT to Scranton, PA.     

     We stopped and headed back, past the 
roundhouse and past the Big Boy No. 4012. We 
traveled over a bridge and down the track a little way 
and came to a stop to change direction and go up a 
little incline. We passed the train station hotel that 
once was the Lackawanna Train Station. 

The roundhouse at Steamtown National Historic Site 

     One thing that we did was take a tour by train of the 
train yard. We got on the train and found seats and 
waited for the conductor to get on the train. We were 

This is the restored 
steam engine that 
took us on a tour 
around the yard.  
We believe this is 
one of the engines, 
from the collection 
of F. Nelson 
Blount, that used 
to be in Bellows 
Falls, VT. 

     We also went to 
see a movie about a 
little boy growing up 
and becoming a rai 
road master. In the 
beginning of the 
movie the little boy 
was with his parents 
waiting at the cross- 

go by. The little boy took his first train ride. Once the 
boy grew up to be a man he became in charge of the 
rail road. He rode the train for free to different 
stations. 
 

     We took a tour of the steam shop. It was really 
cool to see all the big equipment that they use to  
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     One of the other things that we did at Steamtown 
National Historic Site was looking at the exhibits. One 
of the exhibits was a steam train that was cut in half so 
you could see the parts inside the locomotive and 
learn how it all works.  We also went inside a coach 
and  were  able to see how things were decorated 
back in good old days. In another exhibit area there 
were detailed mannequins of people that worked on 
the RR like a conductor, a fireman, an engineer, 
passengers and a hobo to name just a few.  
 
     There was so much to see at Steamtown National 
Historic Site that we would like to go back there again.  
I would recommend that anyone who is interested in 
steam locomotives should take a trip to this place. You 
won’t be disappointed. 

The inner workings of an engine 

Donations are accepted to help support the restoration 
work on the B&M #3713 

Me holding up a 
steam engine! 

Poster of Steam Engines through the years 

make the parts for the locomotive. In the shop we 
also saw diesel and steam locomotives that were 
being restored. The people who work in the shop 
volunteer their time to work on the locomotives. It 
takes a long time to restore an engine because they 
only have five volunteers. It takes a lot of money too, 
much of which is raised through donations.          
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(continued from page 2)  that you all received.  Between 
just those three was about $5-6,000 in products. 
 

But they are far from all the manufacturers that we 
received products from.   Athearn really came through 
with the full 12-car Tank Train set.   Fox Valley, Exact 
Rail, Intermountain, Bachmann, Rapido Trains, and Atlas 
gave us rolling stock and/or engines.   Walthers sent 
catalogs and structures and Boston & Albany provided 
some goodies.   Valley Trains gets a big thanks, too for 
prizes to go with the special Animation and Scenery 
awards.   And I received products from individuals, too.   

Then there are the “soft” awards.  The gift certificates 
that I’m happy to give out.  Those came from Top Hobby,  
N Scale Architect, Hobby Emporium, and Trains On 
Tracks.  In total you received $280 in gift certificates.   
Streamlined Back Shop (SBS4DCC.com) gave us the 
ESU LOK Sound Micro decoder with speaker, and many 
of the two car and individual cars that we raffled came 
from N Scale Enthusiast.  The two lanterns came from 
one of our members and they belonged to his father from 
the time he worked on the railroads in the 1930’s.  Take 
good care of them, please.    I’ll have one more for you 
next year.  

TroveStar where are you?  Hopefully George and 
Jenna are relaxing a little.  They, through TroveStar 
donated the Scale Trains GTEL 8500 and it was no small 
feat for them to provide the Pan Am box cars, too.   
Believe me, we owe them!    

Having Lowell Smith present the award for 
Humorous was perfect!  What better than “Herbie”!  And 
Roland had no idea why Lowell called him up front for a 
special award for his circus module.    

George Michaels took command of the contests 
again and we had volunteers to help register model 
contest entries and take pictures.   A big thanks to Jim 
Pyle, John Becker, and all the judges who pitched in to 
help make the Parade of Trains a success.    More on that 
later on.  

Thank you all for getting your ballots submitted on 
time.  The ballot boxes are picked up at 2 o’clock because 
it really does take the next 4-5 hours to tabulate all the 
results.   George is working hard finalizing the counts and 
putting together the slide show so that by dinnertime 
everything is ready to go.    Then there is the big question 
– will we have a Best of Show?  We make that decision 
right before dinner.    While George, Jenna, and team 
tabulate the votes, Diane and I are matching certificates 
with awards – keep in mind that I won’t know who the 
contest winners are until they are announced at the 
banquet.    

The final count?  I would guestimate that we gave 
away about $8,000 in goodies this year.   The proceeds 
from the sale of raffle tickets will go toward more good 
stuff next year.    

A couple of commercial announcements…  

Last month I mentioned Trains On Tracks , Amherst, 
N.H. as a new Winterfest supporter.  I recently asked 
Ray to install a decoder in my Kato RDC.  I’m glad 
he did it instead of me! The RDC requires very 
careful attention or you will break it.  Then I asked 
him to install a sound decoder with keep-alive in 
another engine, requiring milling the frame.  
Excellent work on both.  His N-scale inventory 
continues to grow and he is an ESU  & Digitrax 
dealer.  No Sales Tax!  Give Ray a call (603-554-
1543) or look them up on-line.  
http://www.trainsontracks.com/    I would guess that 
he has over 900 n scale cars on the shelves to 
choose from.    
 

Most of you know Peter “Petesky” Wisniewski 
and know that he is the “geek” behind Roland’s 
carnival lighting and animation.  He is also incredibly 
adept at engine repairs.  No, Pete, I’m not 
advertising for you.   I mention this because a while 
back he stripped a Minitrix steam engine down for 
me.  Right down to “bare bones”.  Everything!  Then 
he put it all back together with some new parts and I 
put a TCS 651 decoder in it.   No, no, Pete says.  
Use a Zimo instead.    If you have a European 
prototype with a coreless motor use a Zimo!   
Available through Streamlined Back Shop (317-201-
4974).  A couple of bucks more, but well worth it.   
And Bryan at SBS will be happy to send you just 
about anything DCC.  Does this constitute 
advertising for SBS?  You bet.  Again this year SBS 
has provided a sound decoder for Winterfest.  
http://sbs4dcc.com/  

A few more words about Winterfest.    

Thank You!     

Just two words.   Thank you to everyone who 
helped with set-up and take-down.   Thank you to 
the judges and everyone else who stepped up and 
offered to help when the time came.  

And here is a biggie:   A very special thanks to 
the guys who went out and said ‘Thank you’ to the 
folks who provided goodies for us.   Matt G. at Fox 
Valley was very appreciative when you went by on 
Sunday and thanked him.     
That is what makes Winterfest a success!   

Very Important:    
Please read the note in this newsletter from Bob 

Pawlak about Annual Dues. 
 

That’s all for this month.     
Bob Fallier 



Northeast Ntrak Newsletter     February   2018     Page   5 

Pictures from Winterfest 2018 


