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     The 2017 Annual Meeting will be held at Bob Fallier’s 
home at 115 Pine Hill Road, Hollis, NH.  Bob is only 10 
minutes west of Nashua, NH, off of Route 3.  The 
meeting will be on Saturday, June 10, beginning at 
11:30.  At the meeting we will elect next year’s officers, 
discuss proposed changes to dues, define the show 
schedule for 2017/2018, and generally talk trains. 
 

     The club will provide meat for the meal, and drinks, 
but we want to encourage everyone to bring a dessert, 
sala, or other edibles to share.   Please contact Bob 
Fallier to RSVP and let us know what you’ll bring. 
_____________________________________________
_ 

     The past month has been an interesting one for your 
de facto president.   A little “trying” one might be tempted 
to say, and rightly so.   I’ve been handed new 
responsibilities at work, whether I wanted them or not, so 
in my typically cheerful way, I said ‘yes’ when asked to 
take them on.   But that is neither here nor there although 
“there” really is here now.  (in other words: working from 
home now)     
 
     The theme for this month is in some respects about 
me as much as it is about all of you.     Patience.  It’s a 
rather “touchy” subject.  All good things come to he who 
waits – or something like that. 
Good things come to those who wait is an English 
phrase extolling the virtue of patience. The related phrase 
"all things come to those who wait" was used by Violet 
Fane in 1892.  (Wikipedia) 
 
     But there are times when waiting may indeed result in 
a small disaster, particularly when very small fingers 
begin a cascade of derailed rolling stock.  Worse are the 
larger fingers, quite able to accurately point and touch, the 
owner of said fingers ignoring the dangling sleeve below.   
Yes friends, we’ve all been there.   And while patience 
may be a virtue, sometimes it is something of which we 
need a ‘refill’.  – Self included.   
 
     I bring this up because of two events at the recent 
Greenberg show which were conveyed to me after the 
closing bell.  First and foremost was the “borrowing 
without asking” of a certain expensive DCC/sound engine 
from one of our neighbors and fellow NTrak member.  My 
own big red button was pushed and my immediate 
reaction was to ambush the culprit, hang him, then cast 
him to the wolves.  But mine is not the only voice of this 
organization and I appreciate the somewhat more level-
headed thoughts of others.   Before mid-week after the 
incident, the unnamed culprit offered to leave NTrak.   A 
wise decision and none of us would ever trust the young 
man again. I for one, will not abide by theft.  Period. 
The other episode, of which I have only a small hint of the 
story, is the one that we have all been occasionally 
tempted to do ourselves.   That is to reach out and 
physically or verbally clobber some idiot who tells little 
Johnny not to touch while showing him exactly how to 
reach over and touch.   Grrrrrr!   Given the delicate nature 
of various parts of my Disney  

module, I can fully appreciate one of our members 
wanting to reach out and mangle a visitor’s fingers with 
a pair of pliers.  Ow!   Yes friends, I have all too often 
wanted to do something of that nature, but I/we can’t.  
  
     Deep breath.  Remain calm.  Put your pliers back on 
the table.  And now kindly explain why you feel totally 
justified taking their car for a fast spin around a crowded 
street and maybe bumping into a few things along the 
way.   You wouldn’t mind that would you Mister/Mrs. 
Visitor, would you?  You blatantly touch and break 
things that don’t belong to you, why can’t I do that to 
your things?  A little extreme, yes.  But that really is how 
some of us, and for good reason, feel when someone 
feels obligated to reach over your property.  Your 
private property.   Again, deep breath.  Thank you.   
Trying to remain reasonable and courteous is not easy 
and we each must deal with the problem as we best 
feel suited.  I try to explain, as I noted earlier, that while 
you (mommy / daddy) know exactly what your fingers 
are doing, you have no clue where your sleeve is.   
Usually a reasonable adult will admit the truth in that 
and maybe be more careful in the future.  That won’t 
stop him/her from pointing, and pointing is fine.  Just 
don’t touch. 
 

   The point is that there are things that you can do to 
minimize your frustration, educate your visitor without 
battering them with a piece of O gauge flex track, and 
without yelling at them.  Add stand-offs and rope, or a 
clear Lexan* panel across the front.  Adults will still 
reach over the top, but at least it serves as a visual 
barrier and you’ll . 
(continued  page  4) 
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How Fast is your train going using a 4’ module 
to calculate your speed? 

 
The flying yellow bullet train at the Lexington Museum show on 
Feb 19th made me curious.  
Where: 33 feet = 1 scale mile (396”), or   1” = 13.33 feet, and   
48” = 640 feet  
Here are some quick calculations based on a train traveling 
48” in x seconds = Scale MPH 
Time                  Scale MPH        Dist /sec           Scale 
Distance traveled / second 
1 second            436.36               48”                     640’ 
2 seconds          218                    24”                     320’ 
4                         109                    12”                     160’ 
6                         72.73                 8”                       105.6’ 
8                         54.55                 6”                       80’ 
10                       43.64                 4.8”                    64’ 
12                       36.36                 4”                       53.5’ 
16                       27.27                 3”                       40’ 
20                       21.82                 2.4”                    32’ 
25                       17.45                 1.92”                  25.6’ 
30                       14.55                 1.6”                    21.3’ 
35                       12.47                 1.37”                  18.26’ 
40                       10.91                 1.2”                    16’ 
45                       9.7                     1.07”                  14.26’ 
50                       8.73                   .96”                    12.8’ 
60                       7.27                   .8”                      10.6’ 
75                       5.82                   .64”                    8.5’ 
90                       4.85                   .53”                    7.0’ 
2 minutes           3.64                   .4”                      5.3’ 
3 minutes           2.42                   .27”                    3.6’ 
4 minutes           1.82                   .2                       2.66’ 
13.33’ x inches traveled = scale distance @ scale MPH 
Example 1:    
It takes 60 seconds for your freight to run the length of a 4’ 
module.  
 (13.33’ x .8”) = 10.6 scale feet/sec  at 7.27 MPH 
Example 2: 
It takes 10 seconds for your freight to run 4’  (13.33’ x 4.8”) = 
64’/sec at 43.64 mph 
Bullet Train,  Example 3: 
Faster than a speeding locomotive, it takes your Bullet Train 
only 2 seconds to cover 4’.   
(13.33’ x 24”) = 320’ @ 218mph.   The sudden G force against 
your passengers in the corners has splattered them against 
outer walls of the coaches, however the unbalanced weight of 
your gooey passengers is counteracted by the Pendolino 
mechanism and therefore your train does not derail.   
This however is slower than seen in Lexington : 16’ in 3 sec 
(64”/sec)  or (13.33’ x 64”) = 853.12’ @ 581 scale MPH.  (only 
Mach 0.76) .    
Your Challenge:  16’ in 2.28 seconds = 765mph.   
Congratulations, you’ve broken the sound barrier.  (Mach 1 = 
761mph at sea level at standard pressure 29.92inHG, 59°F) 
RR Speed Calculator: N scale Speed Calculator 
Aviation Calculator:  Aviation Speed Calculator   

Dan Pawling Jr., the builder of our new bridge installing 
it at the end of the Great Train Expo, Wilmington, MA 
train show to test it out.  Things look good.  A little more 
work and it will be ready for the next show. 

New Bridge for NE Ntrak 
by James Pyle 

Picture above, (l to r)  Carl Mesrobian, Bob, Pawlak, 
Peter Wisniewski, Frank Dignan & Dan Pawling Jr. 

Our current bridge (above) soon to be replaced 
by the one below.   
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Fox Valley Models GP-60’s 
Go into Service on the MRL 

by Ernie Poole 
 
The Background 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
     Twenty something years ago I was trackside in Fort 
Worth, Texas when a brand new, perfectly matched set of 
warbonnet GP-60’s raced by me.  An ‘A-B-B-A’ quartet of 
the finest that EMD had to offer at the time.  Damn, were 
they pretty!  Those included examples of the few actual 
new ‘B’ units ever produced since the age of the ‘E’ and ‘F’ 
series of covered wagons, offered a uniquely different look.  
There were some U-25B’s on the BN for a while, but I just 
don’t recall any others.  There are some slug sets out 
there, but that’s a different breed.  Railroads sometimes 
rebuilt older or wrecked locomotives into ‘B‘ units, but few 
other than these were manufactured new that I can think 
of. 
 
     That formed the background for an impulse purchase at 
the Hobby Emporium recently.  Ian had an ‘A-B’ example of 
those original warbonnet GP-60’s, as well as the same 
units in their current BNSF paint.  With the MRL somewhat 
short of power these days, I decided to spring for the pair in 
the current paint scheme. I can put them right to work on 
my layout.  By the time I got home and looked them over, I 
decided that a second ‘B’ unit would be ever so cool. Ebay 
offered me the only other road number FVM did, so I 
decided I had to have it.  That’s how I justified it to myself 
anyway. 
 
The Preparations 
With two loco’s in hand and one in the mail, preparations 
for regular service on the MRL commenced.  Tony’s Trains 
sold me the DN126IN plugin decoders as I opted not to do 
sound at this time.  Then I started finding things that 
needed fixing.  It just shouldn’t be that way after paying 
$100 bucks, right?  But with the singular exceptions of Kato 
and Micro-Trains, this is common in my experience.  I just 
opt to dive in and fix it. 

The first DC test run was interrupted by a sudden jerk 
stop and derailment.  The diagnosis was twofold.  The 
coupler trip pins were catching the rails at switches, and 
needed to be adjusted.  They appear to be Micro Trains 
couplers which I appreciate, and I adjusted them 
accordingly.  Common issue, no sweat. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
     I also noticed the ‘B’ unit fuel tank was dragging on the 
rails.  This turned out to be caused by an improperly 
installed positioning shim inside the front of the tank.  It 
was attached with way to much CA, and was never going 
move, so surgery with a number 11 Xacto began.  Twenty 
minutes of trim and test, trim and test, etc. later, the fit 
was satisfactory, and the tank sat up properly.  From the 
outside, the repairs are invisible.  Then, back to the test 
track.  The speed match was actually pretty good.  They 
sound just like the typical new Atlas unit sounds.  Too 
much gear noise, but several hours into running around 
and around, it sounds a bit better.  I’ll check the 
lubrication after I feel that they’re as smoothed out as 
they’re going to get.  Usually there is too much lube, not 
too little. 
 
The Appearance 
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     The paint and detail is quite nice.  Fine detail parts 
are included, like cab end grab irons if you choose to 
install them.  I won’t, because they always get handled 
and broken on an operating layout.  Both sides of the 
fuel tank have molded piping that extends both fore and 
aft.  It is extremely flimsy and brittle.  I broke most of 
them off just doing repairs and installing decoders.  I 
snipped off the remaining few bits and they will live 
forever in the plastic box, along with the grab irons. 
 
     I always choose to do some weathering before they 
go into service, because the super bright paint in the real 
world lasts about a month at best.  Too me, they look like 
plastic until I get some ‘real world’ on them.  Some black 
chalk powder in the grills, some light dirt and grime all 
over, especially on the trucks and tank, removes the 
“shine” of the painted plastic. 
 
 
The Programming 
     With the second ‘B’ unit now in consist, some unique 
CV entries are required to get the effects I use to assist 
my operators.  I did not need to do any speed matching 
of the units which is rare, but good.  I simply put the ever 
so slightly faster ‘B’ unit in the middle.  I like the front and 
rear unit lights to follow the consist direction 
automatically, as a cue for operation.  All three units 
therefore, are programmed a bit differently.   I got the 
effect I wanted by setting the following CV’s.  The cab 
unit got CV 22 set to ‘01’ (consist headlight control only), 
the middle ‘B’ unit CV 22 to ‘00’ (or not used), and the 
trailing ‘B’ unit CV 22 set to ‘02’ (consist rear light control 
only). 
 
The Overall Evaluation 
     These are pretty nice locomotives, and I rate them in 
that second tier category right behind Kato and Micro-
Trains.  They look really good, and the superstructure 
“look” is Kato class.  The mechanism is a bit noisy, but 
actually runs quite well.  The parts assembly could be 
better.  The design and manufacture is good, but the 
care taken in assembly and test just isn’t there.  I have 
yet to see an N scale car or loco other than Kato and 
Micro-Trains with the same mechanical quality, plastic 
quality, and care of assembly.  That includes $500 dollar 
examples from Scale Trains, Broadway Limited, etc.  I 
have seen some of those and I like them.  They come to 
run on my railroad, and they look good, and sometimes 
they even run well, but the overall quality just isn’t quite 
the same.  Am I glad we have them?  Yes.  Can I work 
with them and make them worthy?  Yes.  Should I have 
to do all that given the cost?  No.  Nobody asked, it’s just 
my opinion…. 

(Continued from page 1) 
find that some people will respect that boundary.  
While I don’t know the details of the event that spurred 
this message, I am very much reminded of a similar 
event that my wife and I did witness at another layout 
several years ago.   At that time a youngster reached 
over and tipped over something.   A young man in that 
small group yelled at the boy and then quite loudly and 
blatantly told the father to “get your kid out of here”.   
Not good.   Not for the young man who was 
immediately chastised by the others at that layout.  Not 
good for the father who was probably thinking ‘I’m 
never coming back here again’, and not good for the 
boy who will probably never join the ranks of model 
railroaders.  Everyone was a loser and it might have 
been prevented with just a small amount of patience.   
 

     I hope that as long as I’m a member of Northeast 
NTrak, or any similar organization, I never hear about 
or witness such an act again.  And most of all I hope 
that I am not the person guilty of negatively reacting 
rather than positively acting.    All I ask of you, is that 
you do your best for the hobby, for NTrak, and most 
importantly, for yourself. 
 

Lexan* - Unlike 1/8” Plexiglas which is easily broken 
by leaning on it and leave sharp corners, the same 
thickness of Lexan is nearly impervious to breakage 
and will not scratch as easily as Plexiglas.   Although 
more expensive, it will last much longer.   If using 
multiple pieces side by side, use a clear automotive 
door edging across the top to keep the edges aligned 

Don’t forget the Annual 
Business Meeting June 10th. 


