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National Heritage Museum Show Wrap Up     
by Bob Pawlak 

 
Mark Ferracane, Bob Fallier and Bob Pawlak 

set up their modules Friday afternoon, February 18, with 
the help of John Deveau.  That made it possible for 
these people to help others set up on Saturday morning.  
Toshi Abe, Fay Chin, John Dunne, Garry Keil, Roland 
Kelley, Dan Pawling, Jr. and Ron Wood were there with 
their modules promptly at 7:30 AM on Saturday for set 
up.  New member Carl Mesrobian and his son David 
along with Ron Cavanaugh and Mike Walker were much 
appreciated extra hands for set up.  The four-wheeled 
cart, provided by the museum, was also very helpful. 

 
As a result, the tracks were clean, the curtains 

and yellow rope were up, step stools were in place and 
complete trains were running when the first guests 
arrived in the room at 10:00 AM.  We ran long coal 
drags, long piggy-back unit trains, fully lighted classic 
passenger trains like the Burlington California Zephyr 
and the Southern Pacific Daylight, unit auto rack trains, 
bullet trains, and everything in between.  What seemed 
to get the most attention from the youngsters, however, 
was Thomas pulling Anni and Clarabell.  You could hear 
the commotion slowly circle the room as Thomas made 
his way around the layout. 

 
On Sunday Paul Azevedo, Victor Brown and his 

son Jack, John Deveau, Peter Mathews and his son 
Brian, and new member Carl Mesrobian with his son 
David and David’s friend Rob Ramos came to help run 
trains.  We sold a few mugs left over from Winterfest 
2011 and a few club cars.  With everyone helping until 
everyone else was ready to leave, we were all out and 
gone by 5:20 PM. 

 
Attendance on Saturday from 10 AM to 4:30 PM 

was 485 adults and 387 children for a total of 872.  On 
Sunday from noon to 4:00 PM the attendance was 401 
adults and 322 children for a total of 723 and a grand 
total of 1,595 for the weekend. 

 
I think we cured a lot of cases of “cabin fever” 

resulting from a nasty winter and I think everyone 
thoroughly enjoyed themselves again this year at the 
museum.  Thanks again for everyone’s help to get set 
up and running before 10:00 AM on Saturday, for help 
with running trains, and during tear down.  I apologize if 
I forgot someone in the listings of helpers above. 

     There are two more train shows to go, the next show is 
the Greenburg Train Show in Wilmington and then the 
Hooksett show in NH {See the calendar}.   It is important that 
if you are planning to do the Hooksett show that you call Tim 
and set that up with him.  Fay Chen seems to be doing fairly 
well in completing the Greenburg layout.  Friday around 4pm 
before the Greenburg show I will be delivering the yard, Club 
Boxes, 1 Club 3’ transition corner module.  I will not be able 
to pick up this equipment I am bringing on Friday & we need 
help getting this equipment headed in the direction of the 
next show at Hooksett   
 
     I am working on getting a date together for the Annual 
Meeting with Geof Smith of Hull, Mass and will post the date 
time in the May news letter.  Be thinking about what shows 
and projects you would like to see done for next season. 
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2010-2011 NENtrak SHOW PARTICIPATION 
SCHEDULE 

 
March 26-27, 2011  Great Train Expo, Shriners Auditorium, 
Wilmington, MA 
  Set up Sat 7:30am   -  Show Sat 10am to 4pm - Sun 10am to 
4pm  
  Coordinator:  Fay Chin 978-657-7913 
  Web Site:  www.GreenbertShows.com 
 
 May 15, 2011  Hooksett Lions Club, Cawley Middle School, 
Hooksett, NH  
  Set-up 8am  -  Show 10am to 4pm    
  Coordinator:  Tim Putman  -  603-835-6952 
 
Show Dates Subject to Change…Check  Newsletters for 
Updates.  Please check schedule for errors and send up dates 
to Roland at: northeastntrak@msn.com Thanks for your help.  

Watch and learn....... smart and funny!!!!!!! 
 
TRAIN TICKET 
 
Three women and three men are traveling by train to 
the football game. 
 
At the station, the three men each buy a ticket and 
watch as the three women buy just one ticket. 
 
'How are the three of you going to travel on only one 
ticket?' asks  one of the men. 
 
'Watch and learn,' answers one of the women. 
 
They all board the train. The three men take their 
respective seats  but all three women cram into a toilet 
together and close the door. 
 
Shortly after the train has departed, the conductor 
comes around collecting tickets. 
 
He knocks on the toilet door and says, 'Ticket, please.. 
The door opens just a crack, and a single arm 
emerges with a ticket in hand.  The conductor takes it 
and moves on. 
 
The men see this happen and agree it was quite a 
clever idea; so, after the game, they decide to do the 
same thing on the return trip and save some money. 
 
When they get to the station they buy a single ticket 
for the return  trip but see, to their astonishment, that 
the three women don't buy any ticket at all!! 
 
'How are you going to travel without a ticket?' says 
one perplexed man. 
 
'Watch and learn,' answer the women. 
 
When they board the train, the three men cram 
themselves into a toilet, and the three women cram 
into another toilet just down the way. 
 
Shortly after the train is on its way, one of the women 
leaves her toilet and walks over to the toilet in which 
the men are hiding. 
 
The woman knocks on their door and says, 'Ticket, 
please.' 
 
I'm still trying to figure out why men ever think they 
are smarter  
than women...................  

     I saw this plow train going through Frankfort , Maine 
heading to Searsport, Maine , I drove fast to get ahead of it 
& I stopped on the side of the road to get the train crossing 
the trestle . I got in the car after I took the trestle photo & I 
wanted to get ahead of it again & catch it at a crossing & 
get a better shot, I drove ahead to Prospect, Maine & 
waited for the train to approach me head-on. While I was 
there I heard it coming , the crossing lights started flashing 
& the bells started dinging , at the same time I saw a large 
dump truck & I could see he was going to try to beat the 
train to the crossing , WOW! it was close ! I almost got a 
picture of a man committing suicide! It is hard to believe 
that he risked his life & the lives of the men on the train for 
a 30 second stop for that train. The engineer blew that 
whistle so long & I think he thought he was going to get 
that truck too. 

Snow Plow in 
Frankfort, Maine 
January 26, 2011 at 
11:42 am 
by Larry Kelley 
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     After struggling to find access to the bridge I turned 
on the GPS (DUH!) and was able to get on a National 
Park road that led right under the bridge! I was visited by 
a Park Ranger who upon noticing my camera and 
scanner (and I’m sure running my plates) decided I was 
safe, asked if I was having a good day and suggested 
some spots where they had seen others taking pictures. 
Hey, look, relatively clean Warbonnets! 

Bridge Across the Colorado River 

Westbound Crossing the Colorado 

     After spending an hour or so along the Colorado at 
Topock, it was time to head out (I had about 4 hours of 
driving ahead Back to Sun City and wanted to make 
one more stop). 

     I followed the Colorado River south to Parker, 
headquarters of the Arizona and California railroad. 
While their offices are right downtown and I took a 
few pictures, the employees I saw didn’t appear 
particularly friendly so I moved on. 

Arizona and California Railroad Offices in Parker, AZ 

 Arizona and California Business Car 

     From Parker to Sun City I was headed east and 
into darkness. I had hoped to make Wickenburg to 
get some pictures of the old depot there, but it was 
well past sunset when I arrived and the streets had 
changed so much since my last visit I couldn’t find 
it! My disappointment was offset by the weather 
from Flagstaff; they were getting 8 inches of snow! 
(Remember the reversed itinerary!) 
 
Day Five - Monday 
     Monday morning it was time to head back east. 
It’s about an hour’s drive to the airport, but my In-
laws told me about a new shortcut. Following the 
shortcut, it came out right at the BNSF Automotive 
Distribution Center in Phoenix! (Lesson 6 – Don’t 
pack your camera until you are at the airport).  
Even though there was a light rain, I pulled over to 
get the camera and get some pictures. Look, 
another Warbonnet! 

A Western Railfan Advanture 
by Chuck Tremblay 

(continued) 
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Short Train in Phoenix 

Warbonnet in Phoenix 

     In the end, it was a great trip. I did pack a lot (over 
1,100 miles and 270 pictures) into only 3 days of rail 
fanning. If I could to do it again the only other lessons 
are that if I make the trip again I would concentrate on 
one area and not travel as much. I also think it would be 
good to make the trip during the week when traffic is a 
little heavier. 
     All in all, though a great trip!  The End.  

Winterfest 2011 Wrap-up 

Harry Leifer:  How to Get a Home for Your 
Club  by Dan Pawling Sr 

 
     Harry, President of North Jersey NTrak, described 
some of the club's experiences over a 12-year period 
of looking for a home base. His handout suggests 
several steps in the procedure including the listing of 
public and semi-public places that might have space 
available within a 15-mile radius of the center of the 
club's membership. There are also several hints about 
making the presence of your group a happy and 
pleasant experience for your hosts, including labor 
and or monetary donations, housekeeping, respect for 
the property, and so on -- good tenant, good neighbor 
suggections. Fortunately, NNJ found space in the 
Paterson NJ Museum. The building was the former 
Thomas Rogers Locomotive Erecting Shop which was 
restored by the City to consolidate existing collections. 
There was also space for new exhibits. I understand 
that NNJ has been sharing space with a large "O" 
gauge layout. The Club has an agreement with the 
Museum to build and operate a permanent N-Scale 
layout for public display. Thanks, Harry, we look 
forward to hearing your reports of successful progress. 

Pictures from Winterfest 2011 taken by Dan Pawling Sr. Peter Wisniewski and Ed Smith at the Dinner on Saturday. 
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Guest Speaker Bob Gatland Saturday 
night. 

Rob Selberg, Maine Ntrak, Kit-bashing a Transfer 
Caboose.    

by Dan Pawling Sr. 
  
      Using slides, Rob showed how he took apart a standard 
caboose, saving some parts for use in the project. The deck, 
frame, trucks and couplers would be used mostly as-is. The 
ladders and smokestack were removed from the cabin 
before it was set in a mitre box for the careful sawing out of 
the section with the cupola. The two end pieces were then 
cemented together. The weight was removed from the 
frame and a laser cut wooden deck was fitted into that 
space and original railings were reused. Following 
redecoration the new cabin was cemented to the deck. Neat 
job, Rob, we know that your road crew will be safely 
sheltered from the cold and wet. 

Distinguished Expert Judges of 
“Parade of Trains” 

(l to r)  Frank Dignan, Ron Cavanaugh, Mike Walker 
and John Dunne. 

Below l & r some entries in Parade of Trains 

Pictures by Dan 
Pawling Sr 
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Winterfest 2011 Wrap-up 
Pictures by Dan Pawling Sr. 


