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President’s Message 

Northeast Ntrak Member Participation in 
Winterfest   

by Bob Pawlak 
 

              The spectacular “Big Railroad Hobby Show” at “The Big 
E” in West Springfield on January 27-28 and the Winterfest 
convention held in conjunction with it on January 26-28 are just a 
few weeks away!  Are you totally psyched and ready to 
participate? 
 

I want to remind you that Northeast Ntrak is the host club 
for Winterfest, the annual Ntrak convention held in the northeast.  
As members of the host club, we should think of those who 
register for Winterfest, from several other Ntrak clubs, as our 
visiting guests and behave accordingly.  They look to us for help, 
initiative, and leadership.  It is our collective job as club members 
to fulfill these expectations. 

 
There are conventions and shows hosted by Ntrak clubs 

where we are the guests.  Winterfest is our “turn” to run the show.  
As hosts, it is everyone’s responsibility to support our club with a 
strong presence and demonstration of teamwork so our visitors 
will see good example and have a good time. 

 
I think the first step of members of Northeast Ntrak to 

support our club and share the job of host is to commit to 
participate in Winterfest!  If you haven’t done so yet, I strongly 
recommend you reserve January 26-28, 2007 in your schedule, 
register on line at www.northeastntrak.org (click on “Winterfest 
Information” and then click on “Winterfest Registration”), and send 
in your check postmarked before January 1, 2007, to save $6.00. 

I realize that full participation in Winterfest requires more 
effort, more “sacrifice” lets call it, than any other event on our club 
calendar because it is not just another show!  Winterfest involves 
clinics; model, module, photo and best train contests; building a 
much larger layout; hosting other Ntrak club members; and being 
part of the largest annual train show in New England. 

 
We typically have registrants from about 12 different 

states who travel great distances to participate in Winterfest.  
Many of the same people come back year after year.  Obviously, 
these people think it is worth the extra effort to participate in 
Winterfest.  (continued on next page) 

     Well, Winterfest is right around the corner.  It looks like 
we are going to have another fun weekend running trains.  
There are a few changes this year (The Big E, not 
Amherst Railway Society) we will have to PAY for parking 
both days.  I guess the Big E wants more money.  If you 
have not yet registered, hurry up.  Time is a wasting. Also, 
if you plan on bringing a module contact John Dunne and 
ask him what he needs.  We want the layout running by 
5pm on Friday.  Get your entries ready for the contests.  I 
hope we have a great competition in all the categories. 
  
     At the Banquet we will be having 2 guests from the N-
Scale Collector.  They will be talking about the convention 
in Connecticut in August.  We hope to have a large 
NTRAK layout at the show for the conventioneers. 
 
     Have a Merry Christmas and a Happy New Year!!! 
 
Mark 

Message From the Editor 
 
     The year just ending has been a very busy one and I have 
had the help of many members with articles to fill the Newsletter.  
January starts a new year and I hope more of you will step up 
and do articles.  It talkes many articles to fill these four pages on 
a monthly basis.  If you have not done an article for the 
Newsletter please consider doing an article or two in the new 
year. 
 
     Again Thanks to everyone that has helped me with articles 
over the past year. 
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(continued from page 1) 
 
Ideally, “full” participation in Winterfest means you bring a 

module and help set up the layout between noon and 5:00 P.M. on 
Friday afternoon.  You grab a quick supper, register at the hotel, 
and make yourself available to help during registration and the 
clinics on Friday night.  On Saturday morning you get to the layout 
early and take the initiative to keep working until everything is 
running smoothly.  When a few people take the lead, everybody 
pitches in, the work goes quickly and everyone is happy.  You turn 
in your model and photo contest entries, operate a tower, run 
trains, offer to help others, and take breaks to see the rest of the 
show.  On Saturday night you enjoy the banquet.  On Sunday you 
run more trains and see more of the show.  On Sunday night, you 
pack and then help until the last member of the Northeast Ntrak 
team is loaded up and also ready to leave. 

 
For “three-quarter” participation, you might choose to stay 

over on just Friday night (at a less expensive place if you prefer), 
see a lot of the total show on Saturday afternoon, go home after 
the banquet on Saturday night, and come back at 3:00 P.M. 
Sunday to pick up your model and/or photo contest entries and to 
get your module.  For “half” participation you might just show up at 
7:00 A.M. on Saturday to help finish layout set up and begin 
operations, bring some trains to run, see the show Saturday 
afternoon, and go home after the banquet on Saturday night. 

 
I strongly recommended that as many new, and not so 

new, members of Northeast Ntrak as possible participate at some 
level in Winterfest 2007.  You should at least register, help out on 
Saturday morning, and participate in the banquet on Saturday 
night. 

  Winterfest registration is a bargain!  It gives you an 
admission badge to see a great show (otherwise $8 for adults), 
usually results  in  a  free Micro-Trains Lines car  from Tucker 
Hobbies handed out on Sunday afternoon, and hopefully another 
free MTL car at registration Friday night.  Admission and the two 
cars  are  worth  more  than  the  Winterfest  registration  fee!  
Participation  in  the  banquet,  in  addition  to  the  meal, 
commemorative  British  pint  glass,  and  general  camaraderie, 
qualifies you for a door prize that is usually worth the equivalent of 
another car. 

 
              I sincerely hope we will have an excellent level of 
participation from members of Northeast Ntrak at Winterfest 2007.  
If you have any questions please call me at (781) 862-2485. 
 
Bob Pawlak, Chairman 
Winterfest 2007 

Show Schedule for 2006 – 2007 
 
Jan 26 to 28 WINTERFEST 2006  
Big “E” Exposition Center, W.Springfield, MA 
Set-up Fri  noon to 5pm  and Sat 7am  *  Show  Sat & Sun  10am to 
5pm 
Coordinator: John Dunne - 508-697-7635 
Winterfest Coordinator:  Bob Pawlak - 781-862-2485  
 
February 17 & 18 Museum of Our National Heritage, 
Lexington,MA 
Set-up Sat 8am  Show  Sat 10am to 5pm  -  Sun  noon to 5pm 
Coordinator: Bob Pawlak - 781-862-2485 
 
February 25 Mystic Valley Show,  Foxboro, MA 
Christina’s Function Facility, Rte 1, Foxboro, MA 
Set-up  8am  Show 10am to 4pm 
Coordinator: Dennis Yip  -  617-964-5311 
 
Mar 24-25, 2006  Great Train Expo,  
Shriners Auditorium, Wilmington, MA 
Set up Sat 7:30AM   Show  Sat 10AM to 4PM  -  Sun 10PM to 4PM 
Coordinator:  Fay Chin  -  978-657-7913 
 
Apr 15, 2006,  CVMRR Show, Lebanon, NH 
Coordinator:  Doug Lawson  -  603-543-0226 
 
Apr 22, 2006,  Hooksett Lyons Club 
Cawley Middle School, Hooksett, NH 
Set-up   8am      Show  10am to 4pm 
Coordinator: Mike Walker  -  603-426-8620 
 
May 10 Children’s Hospital, 300 Longwood Dr, Boston, MA 
Set-up  7am    Show 9am to 3pm 
Coordinator: Bob Pawlak - 781-862-2485 
 
Aug  9 - 14  N-Scale Collector Convention, Hartford, CT 

Dan Pawling, Jr. and the New Haven Railroads 
experimental train, the “Roger Williams”.  The picture 
was taken in early September 2006 at the Danbury 
Railway Museum, Danbury, CT.  The Roger Williams 
3-car set is privately owned. 
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Trenitalia 
by Dan Pawling, Jr. 

the train but it seemed a lot of passengers did.  Florence train 
station was a bit smaller but seemed equally busy at nid 
afternoon.  It was an excellent train trip, but we were ready for 
the hotel by the time we got  into Florence. 
 
     After Three days in Florence our next voyage by train was to 
Venice.  We were moving along fast in the Eurostar when one of 
the windows exterior layers near us exploded into the safety 
glass spider web.  The interior layer remained intact (good 
product) surprising because the impact made a loud noise.  
Within minutes there was on conductor and then a second with 
a roll of tape to make sure all  was safe.  They were on the two 
way radios and it seemed like they were not going to just let it 
go.  The stop at the next train station there were two guys with a 
tape measure and it looked like that they were setting up for the 
repair.  From Venice to Perugia and back to Rome we took 
slower trains with old fashion compartments and I found that 
they   were  well  cared  for  and comfortable as well.         I liked  

     The Gans/Pawling clan is back from the family fall vacation in 
Italy.  This incorporated a visit with our daughter who is an 
exchange student in Perugia through U Mass, Amherst.  Upon 
arriving at the Rome Airport we picked up our luggage and were 
off in search of a train going to Rome Train Station.  I was very 
surprised that there was no interaction with custom agents at all.  
Within fifteen minutes or so we were on a train platform stepping 
on to a train that was departing for the downtown Rome train 
station.  The train was reasonably full with only a few people 
standing up.     The 30 minute trip to the city provided great news 

of rural to 
suburban to 
urban areas 
and went 
right by the 
Coliseum. 
The train 
station in 
Rome had 
fourteen 
tracks at 
platforms 
and it 
seemed like 

the trains were coming and going every fifteen minutes. 
 
     We got on a Eurostar Italia Train to Florence for our first Italy 
destination.  I found the train to ride smooth and very quiet.  The 
interiors were convertible two seats side by side with foldable 
table in the center with two seats on the other side.  I would say 
they have a leg up on the Acela.    We did not sample the food on 

compartments because you got to know the people you were 
sitting with a little better.  The following photos are of the trains 
and sights we say on the trip.  (Cont next page) 
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(cont. from page 3) 
     The ticketing was done in an interesting way.  You could buy 
your ticket to your destination either by vending machine or by 
the standard teller.  You are suppose to validate stamp your 
ticket just before you use it at a yellow box usually mounted on a 
pole near the platform to get on the trains.  If you forget you can 
write it on the back but you need to bring it to the conductors 
attention.  We were told that you can get into hot water if you 
don’t do this. 
 
     On our trip from Venice to Perugia we were 40 minutes late 
and we were told that we could get a ticket reimbursement.  
Evidently if they are over a certain amount of time late they will 
reimburse  your ticket.  We would have tried but we had to make  
a connection.  Trenitalia is a privatized system subsidized by the 
government and it is a great system. 
 
     Rome has a subway system that is relatively new and looks a 
lot like the New York system.  You can by single fare tickets for 
the amount of time you want to use at vending machines or at a 
teller.  This system is very crowded and people will push right 
past you to get where they want to go.  Rome’s subway has 
taken a long time to build because of all of the archeological 
sites they have had to deal with.  They are and need to expand 
the system but it is slow going. 

Shanghai, China 
by Roland Kelley 

 
     Upon my recent trip to Shanghai, China I had a chance to ride 
on the Meglev train again.  It is sure a smooth and fast ride from 
the airport to a Long Yang Metro Station in Shanghai.  The trip is  
about 30 km and the train travels at over 465 km per hour  (267 
mph). 
 
     Shanghai is a city of 17 million and has a large city transit 
system.  The city has a fast growing problem with cars.  The 
bicycle is going and the auto is fast replacing it.  The problem is 
that the traffic problem is getting worse daily.  On the news they 
stated that the average city bus averages 10 km per hour and said 
that is slower than the bicycle. They do have a very large Metro 

system with very clean and modern cars.  They also have many 
trolley buses running.  Above is a picture of the two different ones I 
got to see.  They do not have any trolleys.  It seems that whether 
in Europe or Asia trolleys and trolley buses are still in very heavy 
use.   Unlike in the United States where most of them have 
disappeared, Shanghai is a very big city with over 17 million 
people and it is hard to get anywhere in under an hour.  Traffic is 
real heavy and it is not uncommon to be stuck in a traffic jam.   
One hard thing for someone from the west to understand is that 
the pedestrian has very little rights in crossing the street and 
walking  on  the  sidewalks.   Bikes  and  motor  scooters  are 
everywhere including the side walks and if you are walking or 
trying to cross the street watch out.  They do not stop for you.     
 

Shanghai - Meglev train leaving Pudong International Airport 
on its way to Long Yang Metro Station in Shanghai.  

OneTrak modules for sale 
 
There are:  - two balloon modules (3 x 4, left-hand) 
                  - one straight module (1 x 5) 
                  - one corner module (3 x 3) 
 
     Ready to go with foam and fascia installed. I also have another 
balloon module (3 x 4, right-hand) with no foam or fascia installed. 
All modules have leg sets for normal (show) height, plus 12-inch 
extenders for home. I made the legs and extenders out of 3/4-inch 
CPVC pipe and equipped them with cross-braces. None of the 
modules have track or scenery installed on them. 
 
     I'm willing to let the go for a low price to a "good home." If you 
could let the rest of the membership know, I'd appreciate it. I'm willing 
to deliver anywhere within 150 miles of Sunapee. If someone lives 
beyond that I'd ask him to meet me halfway. People can contact me by 
electronic-mail or by phone.  Thanks! Mark Herder 
(603) 763-2051 Mon-Wed-Fri evenings 7:00 p.m. to 9:00 p.m. 
Sat and Sun: 9:00 a.m to 9:00 p.m.   Tue and Thu:  don’t try to call! 


