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Hooksett NH 2006 Show Review 
By Ron Wood 

 
            This year the Hooksett NH show was held on Sunday 
April 30th. We had a 26x18 layout. Members in attendance were: 
Doug Lawson, Dick and Charlie Brotherton, Dan Pawling, Mike 
Walker, Steve Cappers, John Dunne, Ron Cavanaugh, Ron 
Wood, Bob Pawlak. Weather was good and turnout was light but 
this continues to be a good show for Northeast N-Trak. Thanks to 
all who participated. Looking forward to next year! Ron. 

     Well it has come to the end of another season.  Sorry about 
the error on the date of the meeting.  Our 2006/2007 season is 
going to be interesting,  At the meeting we discussed 14 shows 
as a possibility.  Not everyone will be able to attend them all, but 
we can try.  Of the members who attended we have volunteers 
for show coordinators.   As far as our schedule, we have the 
month of October off and only one show in March.   The tentative 
show schedule is printed below. The list has the show 
coordinators listed. 
 
     In the latest NTRAK newsletter there was a notice about 
electrical wiring changes . This pertains to the power strip under 
the modules.  The club has purchased a GFI for the layout.  This 
is a 3ft extension cord with a Ground Fault Interrupter.   We also 
need to get a book on the National Electrical codes, so we will 
know if we are breaking any rules.   Dan Pawling and I will be 
working on making Module Kits for sale.  Bob Pawlak will be 
doing the wiring harnesses.  We hope to make them on a need to 
basis. 
 
     Last but not least, the Club Car should be ready for 
Winterfest. 
 
Til  September have a great summer.  Mark 

Northeast Ntrak 2006/2007 Show Schedule 
2006 

Sep 10  -  Concord Model RR Show, Concord, NH  -  Dick Brotherton 
Sep 17  -  Old Colony Model RR Show, Taunton, MA - John Dunne 
Sep 24  -  Pepperell Siding Show, Pepperell, MA - Ron Wood 
Nov   5  -  Bedford Boomers, Bedford, NH - Ron Wood 
Nov 12  -  Well, ME  -  Mark Ferracane 
Nov 18-19 - Great Train Expo, Shriners Auditorium - Dan Pawling 
Dec 2-3  -  Hub Div Show, Marlboro, MA -  Peter Winewski 

2007 
Jan 26-28  -  Winterfest 2007 - John Dunne 
Feb 17-18  -  Museum of our National Heritage, Lexington, MA - Bob 
Pawlak 
Feb 25  -  Mystic Valley RR Society, Foxboro, MA - Dennis Yip 
Mar 24-25  -  Great Train Expo, Shriners Auditorium - Fay Chin 
Apr 15  -  CVMRR Show, Lebanon, NH - Doug Lawson 
Apr 22 or 29  -  Hooksett Lions Club, Hooksett, NH - Mike Walker 
May 10  -  Children’s Hospital Show, Boston, MA - Bob Pawlak 

The gang at the Annual Business meeting on May 20, held at Bay State Model Railroad Museum in 
Roslindale, MA. 
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     While everyone was running trains at  Winterfest, my sister, 
brother-in-law, I,  and some very friendly Texan people went 
touring the "Texas Hill Country" close to San Antonio. When they 
got to know about my model train hobby, our hosts decided on 
the spot to take us to a childhood favorite of theirs, the Old 
Tunnel, and here is the story:  
 
     The  San  Antonio,  Fredericksburg  &  Northern  Railroad 
(SAF&N) opened service between Comfort and Fredericksburg, 
Texas at the end of 1913, after digging a 920-foot tunnel through 
a Mt. Alamo ridge. Workers on the line were paid $0.50 a day and 
the tunnel was dug from both ends simultaneously day and night 
in three 8 hour shifts. It was one of the few tunnels ever to be 
constructed in Texas and the only one in use at the time. The 75 
miles between San Antonio and Fredericksburg used to take 
about 10 days with ox and wagon through the Texas Hill Country 
and was now possible by train at an average 12 mph!  

The Old Tunnel, with spring water running from it.  
Artwork courtesy Texas Parks and Wildlife Department (c) 2004  

     The SAF&N, with two locomotives and a single car, could not 
make any profit and was forced to sell. The Fredericksburg & 
Northern Railway Company was chartered in 1917 to purchase 
and service the railroad.  Although they showed some profit every 
year now, they never had enough revenue to service the debt 
from the initial purchase. Subsequently service was stopped in the 
middle of 1942. The horseless carriage, once again, had a hand in 
closing a railroad. The owners petitioned the War Department to 
sell the line and today parts of it are in the Alcan Highway in 
Alaska and even some rails in Australia.  

The 16.1 acre Old Tunnel Wildlife Management Area 
(WMA) was purchased in 1991 by the Texas Parks and 
Wildlife Department and is the smallest WMA in Texas.  

A Railroad Gave Way to Bats? 
Article & Pictures by Jim Muller 

(Inscription on above sign) 
Tunnel of the Fredericksburg & Northern Railway 

 
     In 1913 area residents raised money to build a railroad linking 
Fredericksburg to San Antonio.  The 920 foot tunnel beneath this 
hill increased the cost by $134,000 and required five months of 
hard labor.  It opened a faster trade route for area merchants and 
farmers.  Each time passenger trains entered the tunnel, small 
rocks loosened by engine exhaust, were removed from the track 
and the windows closed to keep out coal smoke.  The Railroad 
operated until 1942 when the trackage was sold for scrap. 



To visit the wildlife management area and tunnel sight, you need 
to find the little southbound road marked "Old Tunnel Wildlife 
Area" between routes 87 and 1376 a little east of Fredericksburg. 
While you are there, take some time to visit Fredericksburg self 
(an old German settlement), Luckenbach (a dance hall and a little 
shop) and Sisterdale (an active winery, with wine tasting!).  
 
References:  
http://www.txtransportationmuseum.org/HISTORY.htm  
http://www.tsha.utexas.edu/handbook/online/articles/FF/eqf9
.html  
http://www.tpwd.state.tx.us/huntwild/hunt/wma/wildlife_man
agement/old_tunnel_wma/railroad_history/  
http://www.allgetaways.com/view_destination.asp?Destinati
onID=XFA128-015  
My Canon A400 camera  
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Visiting in January, we only saw a large Armadillo! The natural 
springs inside the tunnel made guano harvesting quite impossible.  

The tunnel is now amazingly summer home to almost three 
million Mexican free-tailed bats and a couple thousand Cave 
Myotis (a different bat species), apparently quite a sight when 
they leave to feed close to sunset between April and October.  

Review of Bachmann E-Z Command 
DCC System 
Ken Ganser 

(Article from Brooklyn Ntrak Newsletter for May 2006) 
 
     One of the latest trends in model railroading is the use of 
computer controlled DCC systems. Our club at present 
accommodates the use of DCC at shows through the assignment 
of the red line for DCC use.  In order to participate, members 
should have one or more locomotives with the DCC chip installed. 
Some members may purchase locomotives with the DCC chip. 
Others may purchase locomotives that are DCC ready and 
require an after market DCC chip or board that must be installed 
in the locomotive. The most popular is the plug and play (PNP). In 
order to make this PNP replacement, it would be most helpful for 
members to have a means of testing out the success of the DCC 
installation at home. 
 
     Probably the most inexpensive way to test out your DCC 
installations is with the E-Z Command system made available by 
Bachmann.  Documentation identifies that this system was 
developed with Lenz Electronik. It sells for about $50 dollars and 
is a self contained system that I believe fits the bill. The system 
includes the Control Center, the brick power supply, and a 
universal train power wire.  I used a few pieces of Kato track to 
attach the universal train power wire to the Control Center. The 
set up was easy. To test out the system I used an Atlas U25B 
locomotive that contained a preinstalled Lenz DCC chip. It worked 
flawlessly. The decoder was programmed to address 3. By 
pressing the number 3 function key, and turning up the throttle 
allowed for the movement of the locomotive. A directional control 
button allows the user to change the direction. 
 
     The system limits the number of locomotive addresses to 10. 
Addresses can only be two digits in length and must be numbers 
1 through 10. Although this is limiting, it does allow the user the 
ability to see if the installation was successful. 
 
     To change the address of a locomotive follow the simple 
directions provided. It requires the user to run the locomotive a 
short distance.  Then press the number 3 key which is the 
locomotives default address and press the “Stop” button at the 
same time. Release the buttons together. The power LED will 
flash quickly to indicate that you are in the programming mode.  
Choose a new address by pressing the numeric key that you 
want. The locomotive will move slightly and the power LED will 
flash slowly to indicate that you have successfully programmed 
the locomotive. Press the “Stop” button to exit the programming 
mode. It may require a few attempts to be successful but it does 
work. 
 
     This system is a good way to take the initial set into DCC 
operations. It allows the user the ability to test out DCC chip 
installations.  It can also be used to control a small layout tethered 
to the layout. It’s not full featured, but it gets the job done. 
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Welcome a New Member 
 
Edward Stevens 
8376 Yorke Road 
Wellington, FL 33414-3469 
 
Since I will not be able to come up to the Northeast Ntrak 
group from Florida except for Winterfest I would be happy 
to pay for the newsletter.   
 
As to the layout, I have gotten the lights set up in the 14 X 
14 foot room on the fan in the ceiling and removed 
everything out of the room except 5 modules that came 
hear with me when we moved from Long Island to 
Florida. 
 
Telephones:  561-965-2009  (Home) 
                     561-281-0890  (Cell) 
Emails: 
 * ees4@adelphia.net 
 * edward.stevens@gmail.com 
 * ees4294@hotmail.com   <== notice that the number is 
that of the last Cab-forward that can be seen at the 
California State Railroad Museum, in Old Town 
Sacramento, CA. 


